Is it Bigger than a Breadbox?

By: Dawnylle Cerula

We work with all of the “specials” groups on describing ‘using’ attributes.  The attributes that we use to describe objects are:  Category (What group is it in?), Location (Where would you find this?), Function (What does it do? or what can you do with it?), Composition (What is it made of?), Parts, Size, Shape, and Color.  We have been doing various activities and playing games in which the students must practice using their describing skills.  These activities not only work on the students’ expressive language skills, but they also work on word-finding difficulties, listening skills, and a variety of auditory processing skills (auditory memory, auditory association, and auditory synthesis).  We will be incorporating this skill into our weekly “Show & Tell” activities at Collection.  Each student will put the item that he/she has brought in for Show & Tell into a brown bag.  The student will describe his/her object using the attributes listed above to the rest of the school.  The other students will have a chance to guess what the object is before it is shown to everyone.

You can practice these skills at home too.  When your child wants to bring in an item for Show & Tell, use the same format to practice how he/she might describe this object to everyone at Collection.  You can also play the “I Spy” game, using the attribute words to describe the object that you have “spied” in the room.  I hope that you have fun playing these types of games and helping your child to practice his/her language skills.  If anyone thinks of any other fun or interesting ways to practice these skills at home, please let me know so that I can share your ideas with other parents.

