Music for Learning

By Linda Beck, OTR

I received a wonderful CD at the Handwriting without Tears workshop two weeks ago where I learned that “for some children, it is music that unlocks language skills.” The students have learned two songs from the CD and have enjoyed taking turns as assistant conductors. The “Hello Song” teaches the students how to give a polite greeting with the lyrics, “give ‘em your right hand, look ‘em in the eye, put a smile on your face, then you say hi.” The repetitive lyrics reinforce the sequence for this social interaction effortlessly. The “Peanut Butter and Jelly Song” also has fun repetitive lyrics and   accompanying hand gestures that encourage crossing the midline. This song has been a favorite of the staff and students; I have even heard the students humming the tune later in the day! Remember to ask your child what song we sang in collection!
