Mimio XI
 By: Kevin Cerula
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Chalk?  What’s that?  Blackboard?  Never heard of it?  Both of these items are extinct due to the invasion of the White Boards.  Teachers have converted quickly because of the opportunity to use a variety of colors, which help visual learners, and the easy clean-up.  Orchard Friends School is taking it one step further.
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What if you could have a whiteboard to write on, and also the ability to save, and print out every note, drawing, and diagram you make on the white board?  Introducing the Mimio, a small tool that can do just all of this and more.  If students are learning note taking, what better way to learn than by using the notes from class that day.  This technology not only teaches the skill of note taking, it reinforces the information presented in class.  Additionally, it has the benefit of keeping the students’ attention where it is needed most in class, on the teacher, rather than on the paper in front of them.  
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Wouldn’t it be great to review yesterday’s full color bar graph from math class on the board without redrawing it?  Since OFS also has a projector, we can do that too.  Mimio saves all of the white board pictures, and we can look at yesterday’s, last week’s, or even last year’s diagrams, notes, and graphic organizers.  It also records each color used on the board (red, green, blue, etc.) so that we can have an exact replica of a multi-colored diagram on the whiteboard which can be distributed to each student.

Imagine if you could help your son or daughter with his or her homework using the same diagrams and notes the teacher drew that day.  The Mimio software allows for the export a replica of the white board to a jpeg or bitmap, so it can be included in a Word Document for a review page or in a homework assignment. 
The Mimio...it makes the black boards of the world very jealous.


